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Chair Craig Stanfield called the meeting to order at 8:30 am and welcomed all in attendance.  Chair 
Stanfield advised all that Judge Mosley was not able to be with us due to his having to oversee the 
emergency response to serious flooding that was occurring in Harlan County.   
 
Chair Stanfield recognized one of our special guests, the Honorable Robert Stivers, President of the 

Kentucky State Senate, and invited him to address the Council.  President Stivers expressed his 

appreciation to KCADD for the opportunity to appear and discuss the activities of the current legislative 

session.  Senator Stivers also praised the members of the Council, the ADD directors, and staff for 

making the effort to be in Frankfort and advocating for their communities.  He considered that to be 

basic democracy and that legislators needed that feedback.   

Senator Stivers advised that the House A & R Committee is now considering the Governor’s proposed 

budget and that the Senate should receive the House version in a couple of weeks.  He also offered an 

explanation for his support of Senate Bill 4, which creates a special board that will oversee the selection 

of the secretary of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, as well as fund distribution and project 

selection.  President Stivers contends that this will excise politics from the process and provide for more 

equitable spending and merit-based project approval. 

Judge Tommy Turner offered comments strongly advocating for the need to enhance transportation 

revenue, by means of increasing the motor fuels tax.  He also encouraged Senator Stivers to support 

such a measure.  The Senator responded by indicating there is a possibility for revenue enhancements, 

but there are other policy factors like addressing electric and hybrid vehicles that must occur before 

anything is suitable for passage.   

Senator Stivers concluded by again expressing appreciation for the members’ advocacy and he advised 

that he would be joining Governor Beshear momentarily to observe flood damage in eastern Kentucky.   

Chair Stanfield expressed, on behalf of the Council, appreciation to Senator Stivers for taking the time to 

visit us.   

Chair Stanfield then introduced House Majority Caucus Chair Representative Suzanne Miles and invited 

her to address the members.   

Representative Miles also expressed her appreciation for having the opportunity to address the KCADD 

and guests.  She cited the recent work of the Special Joint Legislative Committee for which she co-

chaired, known as the Area Development District Working Group.   

Representative Miles thanked the ADDs for their participation in the process by contributing testimony, 

providing information and important insight as to how the ADDs operate.  She referred to recently 

issued “findings” of the working group and indicated that the House Local Government Committee was 

in receipt of these findings and would be considering possible legislative action in response to the 

findings.  She indicated that any action would be intended to improve the ADDs and would, in all 

probability, relate to financial reporting and consideration of district consolidation.   



Representative Miles advised that she had another committee meeting to attend and concluded by 

thanking the ADDs for their efforts in improving local communities.  Chair Stanfield expressed 

appreciation on behalf of the Council to Representative Miles for sharing her insight and legislative 

updates.   

The Chair then called for approval of the Council meeting minutes from October 25, 2019.   Mayor 

Dieruf offered a motion to approve, with Judge Tomlinson issuing a second.  All members voted in 

favor.   

Chair Stanfield recognized Mayor Stapleton, KCADD Treasurer, to offer his financial report.  Treasurer 

Stapleton advised that KCADD expenditures were at 39.50% at the end of January.  He cited the figure as 

noteworthy, given that the seventh month of the fiscal year had just been concluded.  He also directed 

attention to the interest income earned by the checking account in the amount of $2,852.20.  He noted 

that the new banking arrangements were producing some valuable income for KCADD.  Treasurer 

Stapleton advised that there were no extraordinary expenditures noted and submitted his report for 

approval.  Mayor Hunt offered the motion to approve and Judge Phelps issued a second.  All members 

voted in favor.   

Chair Stanfield then recognized Judge Tribble, Chair of the Nominating Committee, to submit the 

Committee’s report of nominations for KCADD Executive Officers for 2020.  Judge Tribble advises that 

the Committee recommends:  Judge Dan Mosley serve as Chairman, Judge Casey Ellis as 1st Vice-Chair, 

Mayor Les Stapleton as 2nd Vice-Chair, Steve Thurmond as Secretary, Mayor Rita Dotson as Treasurer 

and Craig Stanfield as Past Chair.  Judge Tribble offered a motion to approve and Mayor Dieruf 

seconded.  All members voted in favor.   

The Chair thanked Chairman Tribble and the Committee for their efforts and assistance in establishing 

our new Executive Committee for 2020.   

In the absence of Chair Mosley, Past-Chair Stanfield proceeded to Old Business and recognized BRADD 

Executive Director Eric Sexton and KCADD Executive Director Tony Wilder to report on the work of the 

LRC ADD Working Group.  Director Sexton advised the members that the Working Group completed 

their work in November and, as has been previously mentioned, issued findings, but there were no 

specific recommendations in the report to the General Assembly.  Areas covered included consideration 

of reducing the number of ADDs through consolidation, ensuring proper training for new board 

members, encouraging more consistent financial reporting to LRC, and utilizing the Executive Branch 

Portal to comply with statutory transparency reporting and requirements.  Executive Director Wilder 

reminded the members that the Working Group’s findings and the ADDs submitted proposals for 

improved consistency and more transparent reporting are included in their meeting packet.  He 

indicated that they will be monitoring closely any action by the General Assembly in response to the 

Working Group’s findings.   

The Chair recognized Business Development Manager Bill Cooper to offer an update regarding the 

“Community Healthcare Connections” initiative.  Mr. Cooper advised the Council of a very successful 

expansion of the Home Meals Delivery Program during the holidays, courtesy of a $48,500 grant 

received from the Humana Corporation.  This represented the first opportunity for the ADDs to 

contractually perform and deliver services for a healthcare provider under the umbrella of our 

“Community Healthcare Connections” initiative.  He indicated that Humana was pleased with the 



success of the “Winter Meals” initiative.  He will be consulting with their marketing division and the 

ADDs to issue a public announcement promoting the success of the initiative and of the partnership.  

Mr. Cooper also advised that the Community Healthcare Planning Committee would be meeting in 

March to initiate the process of creating new Policies and Procedures to enable the KCADD to meet the 

standards necessary to contractually partner with the state’s major medical providers.   

Chair Stanfield then directed attention to New Business and called upon Executive Director Wilder and 

Judge Tommy Turner to offer a Legislative Update.  Wilder directed attention to the newly created 

“Legislative Priorities” document contained in the meeting packet.  He advised that there are six 

proposed priorities that are considered worthy of legislative action in this session of the General 

Assembly.  They are:  (1) To authorize the ADDs to more accurately and with more transparency, report 

financial information to the public.  (2) Preserve JFA Funding with an added request for an additional 

appropriation to match federal Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) Funds.  (3) Increase funding for 

our Area Agencies on Aging.  (4) Enhance transportation funding by increasing the Motor Fuels Tax.  (5) 

Utilize ADD expertise and planning capabilities to develop public policy to improve state infrastructure.  

(6) Allow local governments the authority to enact a sales tax.   

Judge Turner reported that there are no bills introduced to date that raise immediate concerns.  He does 

however expect that there will be legislation to address transportation funding and local government 

taxing authority.  He also asserted that the Governor’s budget was generally favorable to ADDs and local 

governments, but we will closely monitor any actions by the House or subsequent action by the Senate.   

Chair Stanfield requested of the Council to formally approve the proposed legislative priorities.  Judge 

Phelps offered the motion to approve and Judge Carpenter issued a second.  All members voted in 

favor.   

Chair Stanfield called upon Executive Director Wilder to offer his report.  He advised that the majority of 

items to report have been discussed previously in the meeting.  He did, however, want to advise the 

Council of the much improved relationship with the Department for Local Government.  He indicated 

that it is very apparent that Commissioner Keene and his staff recognize the value of a strong 

partnership with the ADDs.  He expressed that future interaction with DLG will now be one 

characterized by mutual respect and a common purpose.   

Executive Director Wilder then addressed the Chair to offer a special presentation.  Wilder presented a 

plaque commemorating  Craig Stanfield’s exemplary service as Chair of the KCADD this past year.  Chair 

Stanfield has been an active and devoted board member of the Buffalo Trace ADD and has 

demonstrated that same commitment in his tenure as Chair.  Chair Stanfield received applause of 

appreciation from his colleagues on the board.  He expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to 

serve, thanked his fellow board members for their service, and then proceeded to call for a motion to 

adjourn.  Arthur Boykin offered the motion to adjourn and Judge Gritton issued a second.  All 

members voted in favor.   

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 am. 


