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Kentucky Council of Area Development Districts 
Wednesday, November 18, 2015 at 10:00 am 

Elkhorn Meeting Room C, Level 1 
Lexington Convention Center 

430 West Vine Street, Lexington, Kentucky 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor John “Nicky” Smith (chair) (LCADD), Judge Kelly Callaham (BSADD), Judge 
Casey Ellis (NKADD proxy), Mayor Gary Williamson (GADD), Judge Vickie Viniard (PurADD), Judge Joe 
Asher (CVADD), Judge Harry Berry (LTADD), Judge Larry Foxworthy (BTADD proxy), Judge Bobby 
Carpenter (FIVCO), Judge Henry Branham (BGADD proxy), Mayor Les Stapleton (BSADD proxy), Judge Jim 
Townsend (GRADD proxy), Penny Robinson (CVADD), Judge Mike Malone (FIVCO proxy), Judge J. L. 
Smith (KRADD), Judge Anthony “Todd” Ruckel (BTADD), Mayor Mark Stratton (BRADD), Judge Greg Terry 
(PurADD), Mayor Brian Traugott (BGADD), Judge Tommy Turner (LTADD), Mayor Tony Young (LCADD) 
 

GUESTS PRESENT:  Brad Davis (PuADD), Vince Lang (KCJEA), Jeremy Buchanan (PuADD), John Settles 
(LTADD), Roger Recktenwald (KACo), Judge Ben Hale (BSADD), Judge Dennis Brooks (KRADD) 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Jennifer Beck Walker (PuADD), Lisa Cooper (NKADD), Donna Diaz (LCADD), David 
Duttlinger (BGADD, Amy Kennedy (BTADD), Wendell Lawrence (LTADD), Mike Patrick (CVADD), Jason 
Vincent (PeADD), Gail Wright (GADD) & Wanda Laslie (KCADD)  
 

CALL TO ORDER:  The Kentucky Council of Area Development Districts (KCADD) Board Meeting was 
called to order at 10:05 am by Chair Mayor John “Nicky” Smith.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Judge Terry to approve the minutes of the August 27, 
2015 meeting.  Judge Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.    
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Chair Smith called on Judge Viniard to present the KCADD financial reports.  Judge 
Viniard asked Mrs. Laslie to present the financial reports.  Mrs. Laslie presented the Profit and Loss 
Report through October 2015.  There was no discussion and no questions.  Chair Smith asked for a 
motion to accept the KCADD financial report as presented (attached).  A motion to approve the KCADD 
financial reports was made by Judge Carpenter, and seconded by Judge Berry.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 

2014-2015 AUDIT REPORT:  Chair Smith asked Mrs. Laslie to present the audit report from Faulkner, King 
and Wenz, PSC (attached).  There being no questions or comments,   Judge Viniard made the motion to 
accept the audit report, as presented.  Mayor Traugott seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 

RECOMMENDATION TO ACCEPT LEGAL SERVICES:    Chair Smith recognized Wendell Lawrence, who 
explained the process that he, Darrell Link, and Mike Miller went through in opening, reviewing and 
tabulating each bid.  After reviewing the four bids received, the law firm that ranked the highest was 
McBrayer, McGinnis, Leslie & Kirkland, PLLC for legal services for the period of January 1, 2016 through 
June 30, 2018, as the RFP stated.  Judge Turner made the motion to approve McBrayer, McGinnis, Leslie 
& Kirkland, PLLC being hired as legal counsel for the period beginning January 1, 2016 and extending 
through June 30, 2018.      The motion was seconded by Judge Terry.  Mayor Traugott stated that he 
would have to vote against the motion.  The motion passed, with only one opposing vote.     
 

KCADD LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Chair Smith called on Judge Turner to present the Legislative 
Committee Report.  Judge Turner added that regarding Transportation:  There is talk about who will be 
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appointed Secretary of Transportation.  If that individual is appointed, it will be positive for local 
government, as they understand and have local government experience.  Judge Tuner said that 
retirement will be on the forefront.  Addressing the underfunding of the system.  Vince Lang addressed 
the members about retirement.  There was discussion about retirement funding.  There was also 
discussion on Local Government Revenue, E911 fees, Local Option Sales Tax (LOST), and Local 
Investments for Transformation (LIFT).  Judge Turner said that there was potential for a bill to be filed 
about changing the duties and responsibilities of Area Development Districts, but in the Interim some of 
the ADD directors and boards have testified before legislative committees.  These individuals did an 
excellent job of explaining what ADDs do and stressing the importance of ADDs.  Several legislators did 
not understand the ADDs and now are more educated on the importance of the ADDs.  He said that we 
will have our own bill prepared if a bill is filed.  Judge Turner encouraged all members to feel free to 
inform the legislative committee of any concerns and the importance of contacting their legislators as 
needed during the upcoming session. 
 

KADD DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Chair Smith called on Jennifer Beck-Walker, KADD Chair.  Chair Beck-Walker 
referred to a copy of a letter in the packet to Governor-Elect Bevin.  She said that after Governor-Elect 
Bevin met with the ADD directors in August, he asked for priorities for the ADDs.  A letter was sent 
following the meeting; and, then upon his being elected, this follow-up letter was sent.   
 

Chair Beck-Walker also referred to a document in the packet entitled KADD Governing, Transparency, 
and Accountability Standards.  She said that the ADD directors have compiled minimum standards for all 
the Area Development Districts and any ADD can do anything in addition to this.  Chair Beck-Walker 
asked that the KCADD board affirm these directives and bring them back to their respective ADD to 
make sure that these are the minimum standards.  A motion to affirm the directives and follow through 
at each ADD was made by Mayor Williamson, and seconded by Judge Berry.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 

OLD BUSINESS:  Judge Turner addressed the board regarding the executive director and where he falls in 
our years of service category in the personnel handbook.  When he was hired this was an issue that 
came up but was never settled. Though his years of service with the Kentucky Council of ADDs has not 
been very long, his years of local government service has been significate; therefore, he asked that the 
Council approve Mr. Link’s years of service to include the years of local government service, which 
would be beyond the 240 months.   A motion to approve Darrell Link’s years of local government service 
as service time credit to his years of service with the Kentucky Council of ADDs was made by Judge 
Turner, and seconded by Judge Callaham.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Mrs. Laslie reported that Mr. Link is recuperating at home and plans 
on coming by the office next week.  Mrs. Laslie said that Mr. Link expresses his appreciation to represent 
the ADDs in Frankfort and is looking forward to the challenges and opportunities of the upcoming 
session with the new administration.   
 

December 8 – Inauguration parade and KCADD Open House 
February 11 – KCADD Legislative Breakfast  
 

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:45 am with a motion by 
Judge Terry and a second by Judge Turner to adjourn until the 11th of February at the KCADD Legislative 
Breakfast.   Motion passed unanimously.   


